EDUC651, 652, 653
Data Analysis Project Sample Format
Date:

Teacher’s Name:

Grade Level:
Targeted Subject Area:

Step One
Over the past three months, I have noticed that several of my students are struggling in the area of reading comprehension.  For my data analysis project I will analyze the progress of two students who are exhibiting difficulty in the area of reading comprehension.  When asked to tell about a passage that was just read they do not remember the key points in the passage.  They are not able to tell the main idea or details of what they just read.  These students do not seem to have the comprehension strategies that we have been working on.  They also lack background knowledge and basic vocabulary which also makes comprehension a struggle. 
Step Two 

Assessment Tools

1. Teacher observation/interview & reading interest survey – I will collect anecdotal records on the two students.  One record will be an interview about reading interests, then just brief observations of the specific difficulties that I see in these three students during their attempts to comprehend material that was read.

2. Assessment Data – I will look at each student’s previous reading scores on the CRCT and other available assessment measures in the student’s permanent record.  I will also look at the CogAt scores to see if the student falls below ability levels for his/her age.  

3. Reading Comprehension Pre and Post Assessment – I will administer a brief reading comprehension assessment related to main idea and details. I will obtain this assessment from our school’s reading coach. This same assessment will be used after I have employed a specific remediation strategy to help these students with the specific skill of finding main ideas and details. 

Step Two (continued)
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Teacher observation/interview logs sample format

	Student #1
	Date
	Observation
	Interview Data

	
	3/19
	While working on reading social studies paragraph reading could not tell what paragraph was about.
	

	
	3/20
	Worked well with partner today.  Partner was effective in helping him with main idea graphic organizer
	

	
	3/21
	
	Student does not have many reading interests.  See comments on reading interest survey.


	Student #2
	Date
	Observation
	Interview Data

	
	3/19
	Today she seemed to use many context clues in the literature study.  In reading workshop, she was listing clues she used to figure out the passage. 
	

	
	3/20
	She really struggled with the science reading passage today for our experiment.  She did not understand the directions.  I think the science vocabulary is more the problem 
	

	
	3/21
	
	Very interesting, the student really likes comic books and funny stories.   See comments on reading interest survey.


Step Three
Student 1 Analysis

This student came to me with some incredible learning barriers. As the data reveals, he is a Hispanic student who is still showing signs of struggling with the English language.  Even though he is now testing out of ESOL, there are still gaps in his comprehension and academic vocabulary skills. The test scores show that reading comprehension has consistently been an area of concern in both the CRCT and ITBS test results.  His CogAt scores are below average however, these scores are difficult to gauge since he was still classified as ESOL during this testing period. 
More about the data here…..

Student 2 Analysis

Include student 2 analysis here

Step Four

Plan of Action

The following strategies will be implemented with both students to work on reading comprehension:

· Teacher will interview each student and administer a reading interest survey (see resource at end).

· Since part of the problem seems to be reading interests, students will meet with the media specialist to help them select two books or magazines suited to their interests.

· Parents will be contacted and a literacy bag will be sent home with some activities related to main idea. (One of the students will work with a parent volunteer since his own parents have limited English.)

· Students will create a reading strategies ring to keep with them with ideas for reading comprehension.

· Students will be paired with a reading partner to periodically work collaboratively on main idea graphic organizers.

· Teacher will have two short mini lessons with these students (and a few others) who need extra help on main idea and details.  The 3-2-1 organizer will be modeled and practiced with their self selected reading material.
Students will participate in class activities on academic vocabulary and pre-reading strategy skills. 

· Step Five - Example of one remediation strategy
Rationale for remediation strategy
Since both of these students are struggling with main idea, I believe they need more explicit modeling of what it looks like to find details, key words and big ideas from text. I will model using “think alouds” so that ………………………………………………………………………………………………add more here………………………………………………………………………………
Example of remediation strategy
	 3-2-1 Strategy

	

	Preparation 
1.

Gather a magazine article of high interest from media center.

2.

Make a copy of the selected article for each student. Have highlighters available and colored pencils or markers available.
3.

Make copies of the 3-2-1 Strategy Chart that students will be using. 

Instruction & Activities
Session 1 

1.

Write the topic of the article you are using on the board or on chart paper. Ask students to share what they already know about this topic. Record what they share under the heading.
2.

Pass out a copy of the article you selected to each student. Make sure that each student has a pencil or highlighter as well.

3.

Have students volunteer to read parts of the article aloud to the class.

4.

After reading the text, tell students that they are going to learn a special strategy that they can use to help them understand something they read. The strategy is called 3-2-1. 

· The first step is to write “3 interesting things” Write this heading on the board and ask students to go back through the text and underline or highlight three things they discovered. Then have each student share the three things he or she learned. Choose three things to write on the board. Use a think aloud to explain the thoughts that a good reader uses to come up with these things. 
· The second step is to write “two important words.” Use the same approach as in the first step. 

· Last, have students think of one big idea about the topic. Have students share some of their ideas.  They may want to include an illustration on the back of the organizer. 
Session 2
1.

Review with students the 3-2-1 strategy introduced in Session 1.

2.

Tell students that they will each be selecting and reading an article from a magazine and using the 3-2-1 strategy to understand what they read.

3.

Give students time to browse through the magazines to select an article. Allow students to share with one another during this process through conversation and trading magazines as needed. 


4.

After students have selected their articles, have them use 3-2-1 Strategy Chart.
5.

Allow time for students to read their articles.

6.

As students finish reading, have them work on completing the remainder of the 3-2-1 Strategy Chart.

7.

Have them draw an illustration on the back of their 3-2-1 Strategy Chart to go along with their topic.

8.

Monitor the students’ reading and writing and provide assistance as needed.




Sample organizer

	3-2-1

	3 interesting things you read



	2 important words 



	1 big idea 




Step Six - Results
	Student Scores on Classroom Reading Comprehension Assessment
	 
	 

	 
	Pre-Test
	Post-Test

	Student 1
	 
	 

	Student 2
	 
	 


Explanation of Results

The results for Student 1 indicate that he made significant gains in just the short time from the pre-test to post-test.  ………etc. etc.

The results for Student 2 indicate that she made a very slight gain but not as significant.  It may be that the assessment tool was not the best for this child.  Based on observations and classwork, the student does seem to be making progress.  The idea of pairing this child with a parent volunteer reading mentor was particularly beneficial. …….etc. etc.

…………….

Reflection on Process

There are several things that I learned from doing this project…….

There are a few things I would do differently if I worked on remediation strategies with these students again.  ………
Some of the roadblocks that still exist are…….

The importance of looking at data is probably what stands out to me the most. I need to be more aware of not just assuming a child’s ability but let the data guide me as well. For example, I did not realize that Student #1 had such a low CogAt score.  This was interesting and even lead to more discussions at a future SST meeting about the needs of this student. Etc…..

The Reading Interest Survey
Adapted From: Connecting Young Adults and Libraries, 2nd Edition, by Patrick Jones.

Neal-Schuman Publishers, Inc., 1998

AGE: 


GRADE:  


  MALE       FEMALE

Please fill out this survey and tell us more about you and what you like to read.
1.
Which of these is your favorite read?


  Magazines 
















List your favorites on this line.

  Newspapers


  Books


  Comic Books

2.
Which books do you prefer?


  Fiction


  Non-Fiction (true stories, biographies, etc.)

3.
Which types of fiction do you like best?


  Adventure

  Historical

  Fantasy

  Horror


  Humor

  Mystery

  Romance

  Science Fiction


  Sports

  Teen Problems
  Other:  





4.
Which types of non-fiction do you like best?


  Health

  History

  Music, TV, Movies


  Biographies

  Poetry

  Sports

  Other:  





5.
What is your favorite television show?  







6.
What do you like to do for fun?  









7.
What subjects do you like best in school?  







8.
What after-school activities do you like best?  






9.
What are your favorite magazines?  








10.
What's the best book you ever read or listened to?  






Please add any other comments on the back of this sheet. Thank you.
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