Observing Reading Comprehension Skills 
Date & time of observation:________________________________________________

Grade level:  ______  School: ______________________________________________

Name of teacher observed:_________________________________________________

Focus topic for lesson:____________________________________________________

Targeted student(s) for observation (use pseudonyms in report to maintain confidentiality):    ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Record what you saw the teacher do to encourage reading comprehension:
How did the targeted student(s) handle the lesson task?

What specific reading comprehension strategies did the student(s) use? 

How successful was the student(s) in the reading task?

What seemed to be most difficult for the student(s)? 
What other factors do you think played a role in the student(s) reading comprehension skills?

Overall reaction to the observation: 

Questions/Comments:

Making Sense of Reading Strategies by Julie Coiro

http://www.suite101.com/article.cfm/reading/9169
Basic Reading Comprehension Strategies

If we were to look at the thought processes of good readers as they interact with a piece of text, there are a few basic tools, or strategies, that are being utilized. 

Predicting: Typically, good readers begin by quickly glancing over the text and making some type of prediction about what they are going to read. They may look for familiar words or topics, which may then trigger thoughts from their own background knowledge about the topic. Often, they go one step further and establish a purpose for reading based on the type of text (fiction, non-fiction) and its format (book, newspaper, textbook, magazine, etc.).
Monitoring: As the reading process occurs, good readers are actively self-monitoring their understanding of the text. They continue reading if everything makes sense, and more importantly, if they do not understand, they are able to stop and self-correct. They problem solve "on the spot", drawing from the pool of strategies that they have learned. Successful readers use various strategies at different times, depending on the type of text and the situation.

Confirming: Good readers are almost always aware of the goal of the reading assignment, and at certain points, will stop to confirm if their earlier predictions were correct, or if the text "fits in" with similar thoughts about the topic from their own background knowledge.
Reflecting: Usually, the ultimate goal of a reading comprehension assignment is to promote further thinking. Although, outside of the classroom, readers are rarely asked a series of questions about what they have read, most successful readers take time to revisit the text and reflect on their understanding of it. Often, this is done informally, but readers should be able to recall some of the most relevant parts of what they have read through organized retellings or summarizations. Reflecting may also involve more personal responses to the text as well.

Elaborating: Finally, successful readers should be given opportunities to analyze, integrate, and critically elaborate on their reflections. They should be encouraged to offer their own opinions and to apply what they've read to other readings and situations. By interacting with a reading assignment in this way, it becomes part the reader's own experience, and is much more likely to be remembered in the future.
Reading Comprehension Strategies

Reading Quest Web Site http://www.readingquest.org/strat/  Includes instructions, handouts and graphic organizers for strategies

ABC Brainstorm - brainstorming activity, using letters of the alphabet 

Carousel Brainstorming - brainstorm similar to graffiti strategy 

Clock Buddies - a quick partnering system 

Column Notes - a learning guide arranged in columns 

Comparison-Contrast Charts 

often found in graphic organizer form, a chart for comparing two concepts by looking at the ways they are similar and how they are different 

Concept of Definition Map 

a visually organized word chart for expanding the concept of meaning and enriching one's understanding of an unfamiliar term 

Graphic Organizers 

visual organization of information, whether for levels of information, sequence or ordering, or relationships; often called concept maps, webs, clusters, or pictorial organizers 

History Frames/Story Maps 

based on the story maps that many students already use in English and Language Arts, the history frame is a graphic organizer that looks at key actors, time & place of events, problem or goal, key events, outcome, and larger relevance 

Inquiry Chart 

a variation of column notes and learning guides, inquiry charts are used specifically to generate questions whose answers will come from combing through a variety of sources 

K - W - L 

a three-column chart for approaching new content and actively engaging in it; contains components for before, during, and after reading activity 

Opinion-Proof 

a two-column chart where students seek to provide support or evidence from the content to bolster an opinion they have put forward 

Power Thinking 

an alternative system of outlining, power thinking involves assigning "Power" levels to information according to whether it is a main idea, subtopic, or detail 

Problem-Solution Chart 

a two-column chart that is especially helpful for looking at cause and effect; its components invite students to consider consequences, causes, and solutions of problems 

Question-Answer Relationships 

an strategy for understanding different levels of questions, from simple recall to more complex, and for recognizing the nature of given questions so that it is better understood what kind of answer is called for 

Questioning the Author 

a protocol of questions for examining how clearly an author has communicated his or her ideas 

RAFT Papers 

a framework for approaching writing that can be especially good for encouraging expressions of empathy and understanding of another's perspective 

Reciprocal Teaching 

a constructed activity for students to collaborate in understanding a selection of content (can also be done individually); students take on roles as Summarizer, Questioner, Clarifier, or Predictor 

Selective Underlining/Highlighting 

emphasis on the word "selective"; a means for students to read for key ideas, essential vocabulary, cause and effect, etc. 

Semantic Feature Analysis 

an attribute analysis tool; students can compare different ideas, concepts, people, events, etc. against a cross-referenced set of criteria 

Story Maps - same as history frames; see above 

Summarizing 

a strategy for developing coherent but brief expressions of larger ideas by focusing on key words and main ideas; included are suggestions for various ways to teach summarizing, including an activity called Sum It Up 

Thesis-Proof 

a variation of two-column charts where students use key ideas in their content to support a thesis; excellent for pre-writing 

Think-Pair-Share - a cooperative and structured discussion strategy 

Three-Minute Pause - a structured pause; a comprehension check 

3 - 2 - 1  - good quick strategy for summarizing and questioning 

Venn Diagrams - the most common charts for looking at similarities and differences 

Word Map  - a vocabulary strategy for visually mapping associations of meaning for a new term 

