Mercer Lesson Plan Template with Guiding Questions
Name:
Title:
Grade Level:
Subject/Topic:
Standards Correlation:  See www.georgiastandards.org. Use national standards if applicable. 

Essential Question(s)/Purpose(s): Does the question or objective reflect the purpose of the lesson? Will the students be able to answer the question after instruction? Does the question stimulate a sense of inquiry about the main content? Is the question open ended and age appropriate?
Skills/Objectives: How will you describe the learning process in your lesson? What do you want students to be able to do? Did you use verbs that indicate actions such as create, design, observe or compare? Have you thought about levels of thinking in your skills that would correlate with Blooms’ Taxonomy? What would you want students to be able to do at the conclusion of the lesson?
Teacher Preparation:
Materials and Resources: Did you reference where to find any technology resources?  What materials and resources will need to be reviewed or prepared prior to the lesson?
Learning Environment: What management strategies and grouping strategies will you use? 
Teaching Procedures: 
· Opening (Introduction, Activator, Hook or Review of Previous Day) How will you determine prior knowledge? How will you get the students’ attention, focus them on the essential question, and motivate them to learn? What will you say to students to explain the purpose of the lesson? Of what value will this knowledge be for them personally?
· Teaching Strategies to organize the lesson, deliver instruction and actively engage students. What information will be communicated to the students and how (e.g., direct instruction, modeling, inquiry, laboratory experience, guided practice, collaborative work or grouping)?
· Differentiated Instruction to meet the needs of all learners. What special modifications will you make (e.g., special education, English Language Learners, and culturally responsive teaching)? How will you remediate and enrich the content? How will students’ personal learning styles be addressed (e.g., Gardner’s multiple intelligences)?
· Closing (Summarizing or Linking) How will you actively involve students at the end of the lesson or class to reflect on and reinforce the main learning for the lesson? Can students answer the essential question? How will they link this lesson to past or future learning? How will students apply and extend the learning?
Assessment/Evaluation: How will you check for understanding before, during and after the lesson (e.g., formative, summative)?  How will you assess students’ content and skills learning (e.g., journal writing, group assessment, self-assessment)?  What performance(s) will be expected from students in order to effectively answer the EQ? What criteria will be applied to the performance task(s)?
Reflection: 
A. Reflection on the planning process – What did you learn from the process? What was most challenging and why? What might be unexpected challenges or options you may need to consider?
B. Reflection on implementation if applicable – How effective was the lesson? How did the student learner influence instruction? What needs modification?
NOTES:  
· Lesson plan formats vary greatly in scope and depth depending on the lesson content, target student audience and the stage of conceptual development.  
· Individual professors or instructors may vary lesson components as needed.  
