General Categories of Instructional Strategies 
Direct Instruction: Instructional strategies that involve a high degree of teacher control.  

	Compare & Contrast 

Cues, Questions, & Advance Organizers*

Demonstrations 

Didactic Questions 

Drill and Practice


	Explicit Teaching

Graphic Organizers

Guides for Reading, Listening, Viewing

Identifying Similarities and Differences*

Mastery Lecture
	Reinforcing Effort & Providing Recognition*

Setting Objectives & Providing Feedback*

Summarizing & Note Taking*

Structured Overview 




Experiential Learning: Instructional strategies where students learn by doing or experiencing authentic or simulated situations.

	Conducting Experiments 

Field Observations

Field Trips
	Model Building 

Surveys

Modeling

Nonlilnguistic Representations*
	Role Playing

Games

Simulations

Synectics 


Independent Learning: Instructional strategies during which students work independently, sometimes at their own rate on self-selected assignments or topics.

	Assigned Questions 

Computer Assisted Instruction

Correspondence Lessons

Essays 
	Graphic Organizers

Homework and Practice*

Learning Activity Package  

Learning Centers
	Learning Contracts 

Reports

Research Projects 

Summarizing and Note Taking*


Indirect Instruction: Instructional strategies where the teacher establishes the learning situation or task, but the students determine the direction and/or solution.  

	Case Studies 

Concept Attainment

Concept Formation 

Concept Mapping 


	Close Procedures

Generating & Testing Hypotheses*

Graphic Organizers

Inquiry 
	Problem Solving

Reading for Meaning 

Reciprocal Teaching

Reflective Discussion 



Interactive Instruction: Instructional strategies that involve students working with other students and/or the teacher to move toward the learning goals.

	Brainstorming

Circle of Knowledge

Cooperative Learning*

Debates 


	Interviewing

Laboratory Groups 

Panels 

Peer Practice  
	Problem Solving 

Role Playing

Socratic Seminars

Tutorial Groups 



* Marzano, Pickering, and Pollock note that incorporating these nine strategies into instruction can improve student achievement across all content areas and grade levels. http://www.learn-line.nrw.de/angebote/greenline/lernen/ downloads/nine.pdf
