Persuasive Writing

Part I-Unit Overview

Name: L.S.
Title of Unit: Persuasive Writing

Grade Level: Second Grade

Subjects: Writing, Reading and Literature, Listening/Speaking/Viewing
Topic: Writing a persuasive letter

Summary/Abstract: In this second grade writing unit, students will learn about persuasion.  They will learn that persuasion is a process where we try to convince someone to take a certain action.  They will learn that persuasive writing has common, predictable elements such as a clear focus and a target audience.  They will listen to the teacher read aloud various books in which one character is trying to persuade another character.  They will learn how facts and opinions can be used to persuade.  They will choose a topic and write a persuasive letter in which they attempt to persuade their audience to take the action they have endorsed.  Their letter will include a context, a position, and relevant facts to support their opinion.  Their letter will be organized by introduction, body, and conclusion.  As a culminating activity they will share their persuasive letter with classmates and, where appropriate, mail or deliver their letter.

Unit design status—final draft

Part II-Identify Desired Results (Stage one, UbD)

Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) Correlations

ELA2W1—The student demonstrates competency in the writing process.

The student

a. Writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell a story

b. Uses traditional organizational patters for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, similarity and difference, answering questions).

g.   Begins to write a persuasive piece that states and supports an opinion.

h. Pre-writes to generate ideas

i. Uses planning ideas to produce a rough draft

j. Rereads writing to self and others, revises to add details and edits to make corrections.

k. Creates documents with legible handwriting.

l. Consistently writes in complete sentences with correct subject/verb agreement.

q. Uses common rules of spelling

r. Uses appropriate capitalization and punctuation (periods, question and exclamation marks) at the end of sentences (declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory/simple and compound).

s. Begins to use commas (e.g., in a series, in dates, after a friendly letter greeting, in a friendly letter closure, between cities and states), and periods after grade appropriate abbreviations.

t. Uses a variety of resources (encyclopedia, Internet, books) to research and share information on a topic.

v. Uses the dictionary and thesaurus to support word choices.

ELA2R4—The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text.  


The student

b. Makes predictions from text content.

c. Generates questions before, during, and after reading.

d. Recalls explicit facts and infers implicit facts.

o. Recognizes the author’s purpose.

ELA2LSV1—The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate.


The student


a.   Interprets information presented and seeks  clarification when needed.

d.   Listens to and views a variety of media to acquire information.

e. Increases vocabulary to reflect a growing range of interests and knowledge.

Enduring Understandings

Persuasion is a process where we try to convince someone to take a certain action.

Persuasion can be written, verbal, or non-verbal, formal or informal.

Persuasion is happening around us all the time and can be identified by its common elements.

Persuasion begins at an early age and continues throughout life.

Persuasive writing has common, predictable elements.

Effective persuasive writing has a clear, explicit focus or purpose.

Effective persuasive writing includes several strong factual reasons to convince an audience to take action.

Essential Questions

1. What does it mean to persuade someone?

2. How do we go about persuading someone to do something?

3. What is the difference between a fact and an opinion?

4. Why is it important to know who your audience is?

5. How do we write a persuasive letter?

Knowledge and Skills

Students will know. . . 

-how to listen to and identify a persuasive text


-what it means to persuade


-how to read, explain, and use key vocabulary


-how to determine their audience


-how to describe the difference between a fact and an opinion


-why we use facts to persuade


-how to use a letter format to persuade


-how to choose a topic for their persuasive task

-how to support their topic with three to five factual reasons.


-how to use a teacher-created web for pre-writing


-how to create their own web for pre-writing


-how to identify the parts of a friendly letter

-how to write a friendly letter


-how to write three persuasive reasons in their letter

Students will do . . .

-listen to examples of persuasive writing

-discuss characteristics of persuasive writing


-classify arguments as either fact or opinion
-draw a web as a prewriting activity


-label the parts of a friendly letter

-write to persuade using a  friendly letter format


-read their letter aloud to themselves


-read their letter aloud to a partner


-check for spelling, punctuation, and capitalization errors


-correct common errors


-revise their letter as needed


-publish a final draft of their letter

-self-assess their persuasive letter using a rubric
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Persuasive Writing

Part III – Determine Acceptable Evidence (Stage Two UbD)

Stage-final draft
Formative Assessment:


*Observation


*Whole class discussion


*One on one conferencing/anecdotal notes


*KWL chart


*Response journals


*Think/Pair/Share


*Ticket out the door

Summative Assessment:


*Performance task

Student Self-Assessment and Reflection:


*Rubric


*Checklist


*One on one conferencing


*Peer conferencing


*Ticket out the door

Persuasive Letter
Performance Task
Goal-Your task is to persuade your parents to take you to Disney World/Epcot Center for spring break instead of spending the week at Uncle Emmet’s worm farm.

Role-You are the author of the letter you will write to convince your parents that a week in Disney World/Epcot Center is more educational than a week at the worm farm.  In order to convince them, you will need to become an expert on the educational offerings of Disney World/Epcot Center. 

Audience-Your audience is your skeptical parents.  You will be writing to convince your parents that Disney World/Epcot Center will be better for you educationally than a week at Uncle Emmet’s worm farm.

Situation-Your parents have decided that you should spend spring break at Uncle Emmet’s worm farm because it will be educational.

Product-You will write a letter to convince your parents that your plan is better than their plan.  Your letter will be written as a friendly letter consisting of greeting, body, and closing.  The body of your letter will contain three to five factual reasons why Disney World/Epcot Center is a better choice than Uncle Emmet’s worm farm.

Standard-Your letter will be written in the standard form of a friendly letter and should contain all the elements of a friendly letter.  In addition, your letter should contain a minimum of three factual reasons why Disney World/Epcot Center is more educational than the worm farm. The ideas, content accuracy, conventions, sentences and paragraphs, capitalization and punctuation, and format of your letter will be graded according to the attached rubric. 
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	Criteria
Pts.
4
3
2
1
 

Position Statement 
Position is clearly stated at the beginning of the letter and remains clear throughout the letter.  It was easy to figure out what the letter was about.
Position is clearly stated by the end of the letter but the organization could have been better.
Position is stated, but is not consistently clear.  It took more than one reading to figure out what the letter was about.
Statement of position cannot be determined.  The letter seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences.  
  

 

____
Persuasive Content 
Evidence clearly supports the position; there are three or more pieces of factual evidence.
Evidence clearly supports the position; there are three pieces of factual evidence.
Argument has 
two pieces of factual evidence.
Argument has only one piece of factual evidence, or evidence is unrelated to argument. 
____
Sentence Structure, Grammar, Punctuation, Capitalization
Greeting, closing, and sentence structure are correct. Letter contains only complete sentences. All punctuation and capitalization are correct.
The letter has 1-2 errors in capitalization and punctuation. Sentence structure is generally correct. 1 fragmented sentence.
Work contains 3-4 grammatical errors, or errors in punctuation and/or capitalization.
Letter has 2-3 fragmented sentences.
Work pays little attention to proper sentence structure and grammar. There are four or more errors in grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
 

 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	Teacher Comments:
 

	Name: ________________________
Teacher: Ms. S.



	
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	Topic/Skill


	What is persuasion?
	What is persuasion?

continued
	Persuasion in the 

World
	How do we use persuasion in our lives
	How do we use persuasion in our lives, continued

	Activating/Hook


	Read Aloud

Idea splash
	
	Lunchroom sales skit
	Read Aloud
	

	Evidence of Learning 

Assessment

GRASPS
	Class discussion

Writing Journal
	Ticket out the door

Writing Journal
	Think/pair/share

Writing Journal
	Ticket out the door

Writing Journal
	Graphic organizer

Writing Journal

	Literacy/Vocabulary


	Dear Mrs. LaRue

Add to word wall
	
	Ads from magazines, newspapers
	I Wanna Iguana
	

	Technology


	
	
	
	
	

	Differentiated

Instruction


	1-1 conferring
	1-1 conferring
	Shoulder Partner

1-1 conferring
	1-1 conferring
	1-1 conferring

	Levels of Thinking

Higher Order Skill


	Abstracting
	Deduction-are there specific rules to persuading?
	Deduction-are there specific rules to persuading?
	Analyzing perspectives
	Analyzing perspectives


	
	Day 6
	Day 7
	Day 8
	Day 9
	Day 10

	Topic/Skill


	Ways we persuade
	Opinion or fact?
	Opinion or fact?
	Opinion or fact?
	Establish a position

	Activating/Hook


	
	KWL chart
	T Chart

Thumbs up/thumbs down
	Fact or Opinion survey
	Read Aloud



	Evidence of Learning 

Assessment

GRASPS
	Group Discussion

Writing Journal
	Think-pair share

Group Discussion

Writing Journal
	Group Discussion

Writing Journal 
	Writing Journal 
	Writing Journal

	Literacy/Vocabulary


	Writing in Journal
	Add to word wall

Writing in Journal
	Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus
Writing in Journal
	Writing in Journal
	Dear Mr. Blueberry

Writing in Journal

	Technology


	
	
	
	
	www.brainpop.com
“Types of Writing”

	Differentiated

Instruction


	1-1 conferring
	1-1 conferring
	Partner work

1-1 conferring
	Small groups

1-1 conferring
	Small groups

1-1 conferring

	Levels of Thinking

Higher Order Skill


	Constructing support
	Classifying/comparing
	Classifying/comparing
	Classifying/comparing
	Constructing support/analyzing perspectives
Inductive reasoning


	
	Day 11
	Day 12
	Day 13
	Day 14
	Day 15

	Topic/Skill


	Support your position with facts
	Support your position with facts
	Organize your facts
	Drafting
	Drafting/revising and editing

	Activating/Hook


	“Match the Facts” activity
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of Learning 

Assessment

GRASPS
	Class discussion

Observation

Anecdotal notes

Writing Journal
	Checklist for letter

Anecdotal notes

Writing Journal
	Frayer Diagram

Kid watching

Anecdotal notes

Writing Journal

Notecards
	Rubric for performance task

Writing journal

Anecdotal notes
	Rubric

Writing Journal

	Literacy/Vocabulary


	Reread Dear Mr. Blueberry

Writing in Journal
	Writing in Journal
	Writing in Journal
	Writing in Journal
	Writing in Journal

	Technology


	
	
	
	Computer drafting
	Computer drafting

	Differentiated

Instruction


	Peer conferencing

1-1 conferring/


	Checklist

1-1 conferring/


	Partner work

Checklist

1-1 conferring


	Students may draft on the computer as needed

Checklist

1-1 conferring
	Students may draft on computer as needed

Checklist

1-1 conferring

	Levels of Thinking

Higher Order Skill


	Constructing support/analyzing perspectives
	Problem solving/
Error analysis
	Error analysis-is my reasoning clear?
	Synthesis
	Synthesis


	
	Day 16
	Day 17
	Day 18
	Day 19
	Day 20

	Topic/Skill


	Drafting/revising and editing
	Revising and editing
	Publishing
	Publishing
	Author’s Circles

	Activating/Hook


	
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of Learning 

Assessment

GRASPS
	Rubric

Writing journal
	Performance task
	Performance task
	Performance task
	Author’s circles

	Literacy/Vocabulary


	Writing in Journal
	
	
	
	

	Technology


	
	Word processing
	Word processing
	Word processing
	

	Differentiated

Instruction


	Rubric

Checklist

Peer conferencing

1-1 conferring
	Rubric

Checklist

Peer conferencing

1-1 conferring
	Rubric

Checklist

Peer conferencing

1-1 conferring
	Rubric

Checklist

Peer conferencing

1-1 conferring
	

	Levels of Thinking

Higher Order Skill


	Synthesis/Evaluation
	Evaluation
	Evaluation
	Evaluation
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS





How do we write a persuasive letter?





Why is it important to know who your audience is?





What is an opinion


What is a fact?





How do we persuade someone to do something? 





What does it mean to persuade someone?





Vocabulary


persuade, fact, opinion, position, issue





Enduring Understandings:


Persuasion is a process where we try to convince someone to take a certain action.


Persuasive writing has common, predictable elements.


Effective persuasive writing has a clear, explicit focus.


Effective persuasive writing includes several strong reasons to convince the reader to take action.


Effective persuasive writing is directed toward a particular audience.





Standards: ELA-Writing Process, Listening/Speaking/Viewing, Reading & Literature


ELA2W1, ELA2R4, ELA2LS





Topic: Writing to Persuade





Grade 2





Unit Content Map 
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