All About Animals


Part I-Unit Overview 
Name:  Denisse Kosky 
Title of Unit: All About Animals!
Grade Level:  1st grade 
Subject:  Science, Reading, and Writing 
Topic(s): The needs of animals and their habitat. 
Summary/Abstract: In this first grade science unit the students will learn about animal’s needs and the habitat that animals live in. The students will learn how animals are grouped into five different subgroups. They will create a flipbook where they will draw and identify the five different subgroups explaining characteristics of each. The students will compare and contrast, using a Venn Diagram, the basic needs that plants and animals have in common in order to survive. As a culminating activity the students will have an “author’s tea” and read their science journal, or their animal stories to sum up what they learned about animals.

Unit design status: Final Draft


Part II – Identify Desired Results 
Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) Correlations-AKS Standards- 
Life Science: 
12a - identify characteristics, including basic needs, which plants and animals have in common, discuss the interaction of plants and animals with the environment and how it can affect the balance of nature.

12b – compare and describe different animals in the way they look, grow, and move, such as tadpoles, caterpillars, kittens, puppies, and chicks (life cycle). 

12f - generate a Venn diagram comparing two living things (e.g., bat and birds, student and tree, beans and grass).

12g - compare physical characteristics of animals, including legs and how they move, coverings, habitats, food. 

13c – compare various animal groups and how they are alike and different; identify groups of animals that have similar characteristics and the name of the characteristics.
Reading: 
recognize, listen to and read a variety of literary and informational text (GPS, CE) (1LA_B2005-5) 

read for a variety of purposes including to answer questions or to stimulate ideas (GPS, ITBS, CE) (1LA_B2005-8) 

recognize and use graphic features and graphic organizers to understand text (GPS) (1LA_B2005-18) 

read orally with appropriate fluency and phrasing (GPS) (1LA_B2005-9) 
Writing: 
write a minimum of three sentences related to a topic (GPS, ITBS) (1LA_E2005-48), 


Enduring Understandings:

 
Animals can be classified into groups based on their physical characteristics. 

Animals and plants have similar needs and develop and grow through predictable life cycles.


Plants and animals are interdependent.

Our five sense help us learn about the living and nonliving world.

Habitats of animals are characterized by nonliving factors such as climate and landforms.

All living things need, air, food, and water to survive.

Having knowledge of a particular subject will help you write informative stories.

Likenesses and differences of animals will be shown through the use of a Venn Diagram.
Essential Questions – see content map (for first EQ’s)

How do animals grow?

How are life cycles alike and different?

How do animals need plants?

How do animals help plants?

Where do animals live?
Knowledge and Skills 
Students will know… 

How to write three complete sentences about animals’ needs.

How to listen to and recognize an informational text.

How to classify objects into living and nonliving.

How animal characteristics are alike and different.

How to place animals in different groups based on their similarities and 

differences.

How to conduct a science investigation to determine the needs of an animal.

How to define and explain scientific vocabulary related to animals.

How to describe the life cycle of animals and plants.

How to identify plants needs and parts.

How plants and animals need one another.

How to record data in a science journal.
Students will do… 

Create a flipbook identifying the five subgroups that animals are placed in.

Draw and list the basic needs of plants.

Draw and list the basic needs of animals.

Create a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the needs of animals and plants.

Classify objects as living and nonliving.

Perform a science investigation to determine what animals need to live.

Create a model of an insect to identify its body parts.

Read, explain, and use key vocabulary words from science informational book.

Write a nonfiction story about favorite animal and its needs for survival.

Record daily in a science journal a reflection on things learned each day about animals.

Draw a web to identify ways that animals need plants. 


Unit Content Map
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Part III – Determine Acceptable Evidence (Stage Two UbD) -

Formative Assessment:

*Observation

*Large group discussion

*Journals

*Independent Activities

*Graphic Organizers

Summative Assessments:

*Performance task

*Chapter test

*Writing Sample

Student Self Assessment and Reflection:

*Peer sharing/editing

*Rubrics

*Journals

Performance Task-Animal Book [image: image2.wmf]
Goal: Your task is to become an author and illustrator. You will create a page for our class big book on animal groups.

Role: You are an author and illustrator. You need to write and illustrate a page for our class big book. You will need to choose one animal and decide which animal group that animal belongs to; amphibian, bird, fish, mammal, reptile, or insect. 

Audience: Your audience is a kindergarten class. You will be telling the kindergarteners about the different animal groups.

Situation: You are an author now and as an author and illustrator you will be presenting/reading your page of the big book to a kindergarten class.

Product: You will choose one animal that you like. You will write about the animal and tell your audience about your animal. Then, you will tell your audience which animal group your animal belongs to. Lastly, you will illustrate a picture of the animal.

Standard: Your book page must describe the animal that you choose, specified the group it belongs to, and have an illustration of the animal. 

See the rubric

Performance Task-Rubric

	Item
	Yes, I included it
	No, I did not include it

	How many legs? (2 points)
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	Does it have a tail? (2 points)
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	Type of coat. (2 points)
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	Does it fly or walk? (2 points)
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	Type of food it eats. (2 points)
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	Does it lay eggs? (2 points)
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	What animal group does it belong to; amphibian, bird, fish, mammal, reptile, or insect? (3 points)
	[image: image15.wmf]
	[image: image16.wmf]

	Illustration of animal (5 points)
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Name: _____________________

Score:     /20

*Student’s presentation of the book page will not reflect his/her score. Only the contents indicated in the rubric will count for a grade.
Performance Task Rubric-Grade Equivalent

	Total Rubric Points
	Grade Equivalent

	10-18 points
	E (excellent)

	15-17 points
	S (satisfactory)

	10-14 points
	N (needs improvement)

	0-9 points
	U (unsatisfactory)


Unit Pacing Chart

All About Animals!

	
	Day 1-2
	Day 3
	Day 4-5
	Day 6-7
	Day 8-11
	Day 12-13
	Day 

14-16
	Day 17-18
	Day

19
	Day

20 

	Topic/Skill


	Living/Nonliving
	Animal needs
	Kinds of animals
	Insects
	How animals grow (life cycles).
	How animals and plants need each other.
	5 groups of animals
	Writing
	Author’s Tea
	Review

	Activating/Hook


	Picture Word Splash
	Draw picture of what a horse needs in order to live.
	We are Scientists! sort picture cards into groups-then read to see if our predictions are correct. 
	Web on things we know about animals.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of Learning

Assessment

GRASPS


	
	
	Flip book with 5 different animal types.
	Create insect with number of body parts and legs using styrofoam balls 
	
	
	Performance task
	Writing sample
	
	Science chapter test

	Literacy/Vocabulary


	Use vocabulary map to define living and nonliving. Start word wall for unit.
	
	Add the 5 animal groups words on word wall and break them into syllables.
	
	Create flipbook with key words and picture.
	
	
	
	
	

	Technology


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Type stories in computer lab.
	
	

	Differentiated Instruction


	Adjusting Questions- Throughout unit there will be a pocket chart of unit questions and key vocabulary. (Higher-level questions will be directed to above grade level students and other questions and key vocabulary with pictures to ESOL students).  
	Buddy Reading partner students up with high and low to reread science section discussed in class.
	
	
	
	
	Choices-students choose any kind of animal that they are interested in to report on.
	
	
	

	Levels of thinking Higher Order Skill
	
	
	Sorting-then reading and checking our predictions.
	
	
	Compare/contrast what plants and animals need to survive.
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What are living and nonliving things?





What do animals


need?








What are some kinds of animals?





Unit Title: All About Animals!!





Subject:  Science/Reading/Writing     Topic: Animals	   Grade Level: 1st





Unit Essential Question: What do we know about animals and their needs?





What are insects?





 �living





�nonliving








food


shelter


water


air








 �.


Six legs


3 body    parts


Antennas





Key Vocabulary: Mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, living, nonliving, insects, life cycle, investigate, pollen, enrich, shelter, forest, rain forest, desert, ocean, algae, compare, contrast, air, food, water, 





mammal


 reptile 


birds 


fish


amphibian
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